Private Tenancies Order
The new system rewards the efforts of landlords who wish to provide good quality housing for their tenants and remove restrictions which would hamper the development of good quality, privately rented housing.  Protected tenants retain their security of tenure.

Advice for Landlords

Privately Rented Housing
Under the Private Tenancies Order, the landlord of a private tenancy commencing after 1 April 2007 of a property which was built before 1 January 1945 must have a fitness inspection conducted by the district council, unless it is exempt (see below).

The following properties are exempt from this requirement if:
• a Renovation Grant was paid by the Housing Executive within the past 10 years

• an HMO grant was paid by the Housing Executive within the past 10 years

• the dwelling is currently registered as an HMO with the Housing Executive

• a regulated rent certificate was issued by the district council within the past 10 years.

Although protected and statutory tenancies are not new tenancies, a fitness inspection is necessary (unless one of the exemptions applies) if the landlord wishes to maximise the amount of rent he can lawfully charge.
If a tenancy has been in existence prior to April 1st 2007, a fitness inspection is not required for the purposed of the Private Tenancies Order.

Applications
There is a £50 non-refundable fee to apply for a fitness inspection. An application form can be downloaded here:
Fitness Inspection Application Form (see attached form)
If a property requires a Certificate of Fitness, an application must be made within 28 days of the start date of a new tenancy. Upon completion of the fitness inspection, a certificate of fitness will be issued by the Department.

You should return your application form and fee to(cheques made payable to Banbridge District Council) 

Environmental Health Department
Banbridge District Council
Gate Lodge
Linenhall Street
Banbridge
BT32 3EG
Advice for Tenants
If you live in rented housing it should meet the housing fitness standard, no matter when it was built. If you have any concerns about the condition of your property or have any other queries, please contact the Environmental Health Department on 028 40 660606.

Useful links
Rent Book template
Department for Social Development
Government guidance on the private rented sector and information on tenancies, eviction, illegal harassment, repairs and rent books.
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