Entertainment licence

	Licence summary
	If you provide entertainment at your premises you must be licensed by your local district council.

Licences are required for:

· theatrical performances

· dancing, singing, musical or other similar forms of entertainment

· circus performances

· sports or games, eg boxing, wrestling, martial arts, billiards, pool, snooker, darts or other sports

Licences are also required for outdoor musical performances that are wholly or mainly held in the open air and on private land.

Unless made electronically, applications must be made in triplicate. You must submit any plans that are required. Applications may be subject to a fee.

You must comply with any conditions attached to a licence

	Eligibility Criteria
	Applications must be:

· be made in writing (including by electronic means)

· be signed by the applicant (including by electronic means)

You must give notice of your application in the local newspaper stating that the application has been made, detailing the type of entertainment and the address where the entertainment will take place, your name and address and confirm where representations can be made.

You must supply a copy of the notice to the council.

	Regulation Summary
	A summary of the regulation relating to this licence 

	Fee
	Occasional Licence Fee1
£

Full Licence Fee2
£

Application relating to an indoor place of entertainment, for premises holding

 - not more than 100 persons

 - 101 to 200 persons

 - 201 to 300 persons

 - 301 to 500 persons

 - 501 to 1000 persons

 - over 1000 persons

50

75

125

200

375

500

100

150

250

400

750

1000

Application relation to an indoor place of entertainment – Circus

50

Application relation to an indoor place of entertainment – Machines for entertainment or equipment for the playing of billiards, pool, snooker or similar games

100

Application relation to an indoor place of entertainment – Occasional Licence for Church or School

50

Application relation to an indoor place of entertainment – Occasional Licence for Voluntary organisation3 or charity

50

Application by voluntary organisation or charity relating to outdoor musical entertainment, for place holding

· not more than 500 persons

over 500 persons

125

250

Application other than by voluntary organisation or charity relating to outdoor musical entertainment, for place holding

· not more than 500 persons

over 500 persons

1000

2000

Application for Variation of Entertainments Licence

80

Footnotes

1. A licence granted under paragraph 4(2) of the above mentioned schedule (ie. an occasional licence)

2. A licence granted under paragraph 3 of the above mentioned schedule.

3. A “voluntary organisation” means an organisation carrying on or proposing to carry on activities otherwise than for the purpose of gain by the organisation or individual members thereof.



	Application Evaluation Process
	The district council will send a copy of your application to the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service and the Sub-divisional commander of the Police Service of Northern Ireland 

They will consider any representations from the public and the above agencies and give the applicant an opportunity to be heard should there be an objections to the granting of an application

	Will Tacit Consent Apply?
	No. It is in the public interest that the authority must process your application before it can be granted. If you have not heard from the local authority within a reasonable period, please contact it. You can do this online if you applied through the UK Welcomes service or use the contact details below.

	Apply online
	Apply to offer entertainment 

	Failed Application Redress
	Please contact your Local District Council in the first instance.

If you wish to make any representations about an application they must be made to the council within 28 days of the application.

If you wish to appeal against a decision of the council you may appeal to your local county court within 21 days of the date you are notified of the decision.

	Licence Holder Redress
	Please contact your Local District Council in the first instance.

If you wish to make any representations about an application they must be made to the council within 28 days of the application.

If you wish to appeal against a decision of the council you may appeal to your local county court within 21 days of the date you are notified of the decision.

	Consumer Complaint
	We would always advise that in the event of a complaint the first contact is made with the trader by you - preferably in the form a letter (with proof of delivery). If that has not worked, if you are located in the UK, Consumer Direct will give you advice. From outside the UK contact the UK European Consumer Centre.

	Other Redress
	E.g. about noise, pollution, etc. Also should one licence holder complain about another.

	Trade Associations
	Federation of the Retail Licensed Trade (Northern Ireland) 


